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Definition and Purpose of Law
Definition of Law:

e Law refers to a system of rules, regulations, and principles established and enforced by a
governing authority.

e It governs the behavior of individuals and groups in a society, providing guidelines for
acceptable conduct and defining the consequences for violations.

Purpose of Law:

1. Maintaining Order:

o Law helps maintain social order by setting boundaries for acceptable behavior and
regulating interactions between individuals and institutions.
o It prevents chaos and ensures a peaceful coexistence within society.

2. Ensuring Justice:

o Law upholds justice by providing a framework for resolving disputes, punishing
wrongdoers, and protecting the rights of individuals.
o It promotes fairness and equality by establishing a system where all individuals are

treated equally under the law.
3. Protecting Rights and Liberties:

o Law safeguards the fundamental rights and freedoms of individuals, such as the right
to life, liberty, and property.
o It limits the power of the government and protects citizens from arbitrary actions that

may infringe upon their rights.
4. Promoting Social Welfare:

o Law plays a crucial role in promoting the well-being of society by regulating areas such
as healthcare, education, employment, and the environment.
o It establishes standards for public safety, consumer protection, and the overall welfare

of the population.
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5. Facilitating Predictability and Stability:

o Law provides a stable and predictable environment for individuals and businesses to
operate within.

o It enables people to understand the consequences of their actions and make informed
decisions, leading to a more stable and orderly society.

6. Fostering Economic Growth:

o Law creates a legal framework that supports economic activities, such as contracts,
property rights, and business regulations.

o It promotes investment, innovation, and entrepreneurship by providing a secure
environment for economic transactions to take place.

In summary, law serves as a foundation for society, guiding behavior, resolving conflicts, and
upholding justice and order. Its diverse purposes contribute to the functioning and well-being of
individuals and communities, ensuring a harmonious and just society.
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