
International Classification of Diseases (ICD)

1. Introduction

ICD is a standardized system used for classifying and coding diagnoses, symptoms, and

procedures.

It is essential for tracking diseases, healthcare management, and research purposes

globally.

2. History

Developed by the World Health Organization (WHO) and first published in 1893.

Current version is ICD-10, with ICD-11 under development.

3. Structure

Organized into chapters based on body systems or diseases.

Alphanumeric coding system with each code representing a specific diagnosis or procedure.

4. Uses of ICD

Billing and reimbursement in healthcare systems.

Disease monitoring and surveillance.

Research and clinical decision-making.

Public health initiatives and policy development.

5. Advantages

Standardizes disease classification worldwide.

Facilitates comparison of health statistics across countries.

Improves communication among healthcare professionals.

6. Challenges

Regular updates and revisions required to keep up with advances in medicine.

Training and education needed for proper use and implementation.

Variations in coding practices across regions can lead to inconsistencies.

7. ICD-11
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Expected to improve usability and accuracy by incorporating input from various

stakeholders.

Introduces new features like electronic tagging for better data capture.

8. Conclusion

ICD is a critical tool in healthcare that enables accurate and consistent coding of diseases

and procedures. It plays a vital role in improving healthcare delivery, research, and global

health outcomes.
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