Introduction to Pharmacy Ethics and Law

Introduction to Pharmacy Ethics and Law
Designed as a quick?reference guide for students, new pharmacists, and anyone interested in the
professional responsibilities that govern pharmacy practice.

1. Why Ethics & Law Matter in Pharmacy

Aspect Purpose
Patient safety Protects patients from harm, ensures safe medication use.
Public trust Maintains confidence in pharmacists as health?care providers.
Professional Guides decision?making when clinical, business, or personal interests
integrity conflict.

Legal compliance Prevents civil/criminal liability and protects the pharmacy’s license.

2. Core Ethical Principles (The “Four Pillars™)

Principle Definition Typical Pharmacy Application

_ Act in the best interest of the  Selecting the most effective therapy, counseling
Beneficence

patient. on adherence.
Non? Avoiding dispensing contraindicated drugs,
_ “Do no harm.” _ _
maleficence reporting adverse drug reactions.
Respect patients’ right to make Providing unbiased information, obtaining
Autonomy ) . ) .
informed choices. informed consent for vaccinations.
Justi Fair distribution of resources  Ensuring equal access to medicines, avoiding
ustice

and equitable care. discrimination.

Additional concepts often emphasized:

e Confidentiality — safeguarding patient health information.
e Professionalism — maintaining competence, honesty, and accountability.

3. Legal Foundations
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Example Relevance to

Legal Source Scope
Pharmacy
Statutes & Written laws passed by legislatures (e.g., Determines which drugs are
Acts Controlled Substances Act, Food, Drug & prescription?only, schedule
Cosmetic Act). classifications.

, , Sets labeling requirements,
. Rules issued by governmental agencies (e.qg., )
Regulations compounding standards,
FDA, DEA, State Boards of Pharmacy). _
record?keeping.

Precedents on liability for

Case Law Judicial decisions interpreting statutes/regulations. dispensing errors or
negligence.
_ Ethical guidelines from bodies such as the Provides standards for
Professional _ _ . .
Cod American Pharmacists Association (APhA) or conduct beyond minimum
odes
International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP). legal requirements.

4. Key Legal Responsibilities of Pharmacists

1. Licensure & Registration
o Maintain a current pharmacist license and, where required, a DEA registration.
2. Prescription Verification
o Validate prescriber authority, patient identity, drug?dose?form appropriateness.
3. Controlled Substance Management
o Follow DEA schedule rules: secure storage, accurate logs, periodic inventory.
4. Record?Keeping
o Keep dispensing, counseling, and adverse?event records for the legally required
retention period (often 2-5?years).
5. Reporting Obligations
o Mandatory reporting of medication errors, adverse drug reactions, drug diversion, and
certain infectious diseases.
6. Patient Counseling & Education
o Provide drug information, usage instructions, and warnings as part of the standard of
care.
7. Compounding Standards
o Adhere to USP <795> (non?sterile) and <797> (sterile) guidelines.
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5. Common Ethical Dilemmas & Decision?Making
Framework

, ) ) Decision?Making
Scenario Ethical Conflict
Steps
_ . . 1. Verify legality of the
Refusing a prescription (e.g., for a medication Autonomy vs.

_ prescription.
the pharmacist morally opposes)

professional duty )
2. Consider
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