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History of Architecture
1. Ancient Architecture

e Ancient civilizations like Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Greece laid the foundation for
architectural principles.

e Pyramids, ziggurats, and temples were iconic structures showcasing advanced engineering
and design.

2. Roman Architecture

¢ Romans excelled in engineering and grandeur, seen in structures like the Colosseum and
aqueducts.

e They introduced arches, domes, and vaults in their buildings, influencing later architectural
styles.

3. Medieval Architecture

e Characterized by Gothic architecture with pointed arches, ribbed vaults, and flying
buttresses.

e Cathedrals like Notre Dame in Paris exemplify the intricate craftsmanship and spiritual
symbolism of the period.

4. Renaissance Architecture

¢ Revival of classical orders and proportions, with emphasis on symmetry and harmony.
e Architects like Brunelleschi and Palladio pioneered new techniques and styles, influencing
the Renaissance movement.

5. Baroque and Rococo Architecture

e Baroque style emphasized drama, movement, and emotion, seen in churches and palaces.
e Rococo style was more ornate and decorative, with a focus on frivolity and elegance in
design.

6. Neoclassical and Revivalist Architecture

¢ Neoclassical style drew inspiration from ancient Greece and Rome, emphasizing simplicity
and order.
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¢ Revivalist styles like Gothic Revival and Egyptian Revival brought back historical motifs in

modern contexts.
7. Modern Architecture

e 20th-century architects like Frank Lloyd Wright, Le Corbusier, and Gaudi pushed boundaries
with new materials and innovative designs.

e Modernism, Brutalism, and Postmodernism are key movements that shaped the
architectural landscape in the modern era.

8. Contemporary Architecture

e Sustainable design, adaptive reuse, and digital technologies are driving forces in
contemporary architecture.

e Architects are exploring new forms, materials, and approaches to address current
challenges and reflect cultural diversity.

By understanding the evolution of architectural styles and movements, we gain insight into how
societal, cultural, and technological factors have influenced the built environment over time.
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